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SUB J : DEMONSTRATIONS AT US EMBASSY 

1 . IN LIGHT OF THE CONTINUING DEMONSTRATIONS, GENERAL 
VESSEY EXPRESSED YESTERDAY HIS GREAT CONCERN TO CHOI, 

YOUNG HI, CHAIRMAN, FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, AND GENERAL 
LEW BYONG HIUN. IN BOTH MEETINGS, GENERAL VESSEY DEPLORED 
THE DEMONSTRATIONS AND INDICATED THAT THIS KIND OF ACTIVITY 
ON THE PART OF KOREANS WAS BOTH COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE AND 
DANGEROUS. TO CHAIRMAN CHOI, VESSEY SAID THAT HE WAS 
CONFIDENT THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO BUG IN BLUE HOUSE AND 
EXPRESSED HIS SORROW THAT THIS ISSUE HAD RF, EMERGED AT A 
TIME WHEN OTHER VERY SERIOUS MATTERS DEMANDED CALM AND 
RATIONAL NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS. HE 
POINTED OUT THAT THIS PROCESS WAS DIFFICULT TO PURSUE 

IN AN ATMOSPHERE HIGHLY CHARGED BY THE DEMONSTRATIONS. 

HE ENCOURAGED THE ROK GOVERNMENT TO SETTLE THE MATTER 
SPEEDILY SO THAT WE CAN PROCEED TO WORK ON THE REALLY 
SERIOUS ISSUES. 

2. THE GENERAL LEW, HE EXPRESSED HIS ESTREME CONCERN 
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THAT THE DEMONSTRATORS HAD NOW TURNED TO US MILITARY 
FACILITIES (THERE WAS A SMALL DEMONSTRATION AT A 
FILICILITY NEAR YONGSON). HE SAID THIS UNFORTURNATE 
DEVELOPMENT MIGHT HAVE SERIOUS REPERCUSSIONS IN THE 
UNITED STATES, PARTICULARLY AMONG THE US MILITARY 
LEADERSHIP. GENERAL VESSEY SUGGESTED THAT IN LIGHT 
OF THE DEMONSTRATION AGAINST THE US MILITARY INSTAL- 
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LATION, THE DEMONSTRATORS MIGHT BE GETTING OUT OF HAND. 

IT SEEMED THAT GENERAL LEW WAS SURPRISED TO HEAR ABOUT 
THE INCIDENT AND PROMISED TO REPORT IT TO THE MINISTRY 
OF DEFENSE IMMEDIATELY AND TO PROVIDE INCREASED 
PROTECTION TO US MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. 

3. LAST NIGHT, THE AMBASSADOR HAD A CONVERSATION WITH 
KIM KYONG WON, DURING WHICH KIM POINTED OUT THAT THE 
KOREAN EMOTIONS WERE RUNNING EXTREMELY STRONG ON THE 
ALLEGED BUGGING INCIDENT. THE DEMONSTRATIONS WERE BEING 
ALLOWED IN ORDER TO PERMIT THE KOREAN PEOPLE TO "LET 
STEAM OFF". KIM WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE TACTIC OF DENYING 
THAT THE AMBASSADOR’S LETTER HAD ALREADY BEEN SENT 
HAD BEEN DEVELOPED TO PROTECT THE LETTER, SINCE IF THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HAD KNOWN OF ITS AVAILABILITY, IT 
COULD HAVE ASKED FOR IT, THERBY MAKING THE TEXT PUBLIC. 

KIM THOUGHT THAT THE LETTER WOULD NOT SATISFY THE KOREAN 
PEOPLE AND, THEREFORE, FELT THAT IT BEST REMAIN CON- 
FIDENTIAL. HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE DENIAL HAD PLACED US 

IN A DIFFICULT POSITION BUT FELT THAT KEEPING IT 
CONFIDENTIAL WAS THE WISER COURSE. 

4. THE AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED STRONG OBJECTIONS TO THE 
ROKG TACTICS, LEAVING NO DOUBT IN KIM'S MIND OF THE 
RISKS INVOLVED IN THE ROKG DECEPTION. FATE OF THE 
AMBASSADOR'S LETTER IS WELL KNOWN BY AN EVER-INCREASING 
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NUMBER OF KOREANS. 

5. ASSISTANT MINISTER RHIE MOON YONG CALLED DCM 
SATURDAY AM TO INFORM HIM THAT MOFA WOULD MAKE PRESS 
ANNOUNCEMENT MONDAY AM, PROVIDING SUBSTANCE OF LETTER 
ALONG WITH STATEMENT THAT LETTER WAS WRITTEN AT 
INSTRUCTIONS OF SECRETARY VANCE. DCM TOOK OPPORTUNITY 
TO GIVE RHIE SUBSTANCE OF STATE 096879. 

SNEIDER 
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